






Mission Statement:

In collaboration with our families and community, the entire staff at Commonwealth
Elementary School is committed to provide all students with an education that is
rigorous, relevant, and personalized in a safe and nurturing environment. We pledge
to work together to ensure our students develop into confident, self-directed, and
motivated learners able to fulfill desired opportunities as upstanding, productive, and
honorable members of our society.

School Description:

Commonwealth Elementary School opened its doors in 1955 and is located in the city
of Fullerton.  Situated in the southeastern section of the city, it is 3 blocks away from
3 universities: California State University, Fullerton, Hope International University, and
Marshall B. Ketchum University.  It is one of 15 elementary school sites in the
Fullerton School District.  Commonwealth Elementary School serves 366 students
PreK - 6th grade. This enrollment includes 5 Special Day Classes (SDC): 2
mild/moderate, 3 Moderate/severe Autism-specific, and a State Preschool program.
The three SDC moderate/severe classes currently enroll 28 students in an Autism-



specific preschool and kindergarten.  26 students are enrolled in the mild/moderate
SDC classes Grades K - 6. State Preschool enrolls an additional 40 students in 2
sessions (AM and PM). In addition, 80 students participate in The Boys and Girls
Club after-school program Monday through Friday.

Student ethnic demographics are represented in the following manner: 80.3%
Hispanic, 8.4% White, 4.9% Asian, 2% African American, 3.8% two or more races.
Other demographics include the following: 85% Socioeconomically Disadvantaged,
36% English Learners with 95% speaking Spanish as the primary home language. 
24% of students receive special education services. 62% of students in special
education receive services in a special day class and 38% of students participate in
speech services and/or the resource specialist program. An Occupational Therapy
(OT) Room has also been established by the District and is housed at the school site
and provides services for students across the district, including Commonwealth
Elementary. 

The school is staffed with 1 Principal, 10 General Education Teachers, 3 Response to
Intervention Coaches, 1 part-time PE Teacher (2.5 days a week), 5 Special Education
Teachers, 1 Resource Specialist Program (RSP) Teacher, 1 1/2 Speech and
Language Pathologists, and 1 School Psychologist (on-site 3 days a week), 1 part-
time mental health therapist intern (24 hours weekly), 1 part-time technology
instructional assistant/librarian (.5 FTE), 1 Nurse (on-site 1 day a week), 3 general
education instructional assistants, 22 special education instructional assistants, 1
speech & language pathologist assistant, 3 custodians, 1 office manager, 1 office
clerk, 1 part-time health assistant, 1 social service assistant, 1 part-time recreation
instructional assistant, and 4 playground supervision aides. 

Class size in grades Kindergarten through 3rd is 32 students per classroom.  In
grades 4-6, class size reaches its maximum capacity at 34 students per classroom.
In our State Preschool program, each session enrolls a maximum of 20 students.

Commonwealth Elementary School continues to move forward with the full
implementation of a PBIS program (Positive Behaviors Interventions and Supports). 
We have been recognized by the California PBIS Coalition with 2 GOLD Level
Awards in 2019 and 2021. In addition, we also earned a "Community Cares"
acknowledgment during the school dismissal year due to Coronavirus in 2020.  As
the school year begins anew, our staff and community continue to see a need to
reinforce behavior expectations using positive accolades in order to impact student
behavior and school culture.  Students benefit from clear and consistent behavior
expectations across various areas of the campus including the classrooms,
restrooms, lunch area, and playground.  iROAR tickets are handed out to students
when they "show their stripes" meaning that they adhere to actions that demonstrate
integrity, responsibility, organization, accountability, and respectfulness. The PBIS
Leadership Team continues to receive sustainability training from FSD's Social
Emotional Learning Department. The school-based PBIS team meets regularly on a
monthly basis during the school year in order to assess the effectiveness of the
program and to plan for the next steps with students. Students receive a variety of
incentives and interventions to support desired behavior.  Monthly assemblies
celebrate a specific character trait. Students in each class and students who ride the
bus are recognized for their efforts in demonstrating the trait of the month. Staff is



also recognized by other staff members when they "show their stripes".  Raffle prizes
are drawn for students and staff members each month.  

In addition, Commonwealth Elementary School receives community assistance in the
form of instructional volunteer work from parents, college students from Fullerton
College (junior college), and Cal State Fullerton (CSUF) on a consistent basis.  Other
outside organizations such as Pathways of Hope, Boys and Girls Club, National
Giving Alliance (Fullerton chapter), Fullerton Collaborative, Fullerton City Library, For
His Glory Community Church, and Fullerton Cares also provide much-needed
support to our families and students. In partnership with the Boys and Girls Club of
Fullerton, approximately 80 students attend the after-school program housed on-site. 
PTA is very supportive of Commonwealth students, families, and teachers.  PTA
provides financial support for field trips, programs, and school events. Grant monies
from the Fullerton Education Foundation and All the Arts for All the Kids continue to
support our endeavor this school year.  

A number of advisory councils support the school program including School Site
Council, English Language Advisory Committee (ELAC), and Champions for
Learning.  Parents are encouraged to be involved in their child's education. 

During the 2022-2023 school year, Commonwealth Elementary School continues to
provide students with the academic supports needed to ensure a high academic
achievement. After 2 years of not assessing students in state-wide testing and
enduring distance and hybrid learning models, Commonwealth Elementary staff is
working diligently to move students forward and mitigate learning recovery as
needed. Student attendance has been impacted due to the global pandemic and an
abundance of caution from families for their own children and the children of others. 
School-wide academic commitments for the 2021-2022 school year include the
successful implementation of Common Core State Standards, Thinking Maps,
Marzano teaching strategies and design questions, Professional Learning
Communities, Response to Interventions, Cognitively Guided Instruction (CGI Math),
Technology Literacy, Digital Citizenship, Writer's Workshop, learning recovery, Social-
Emotional Learning, and PBIS.   

Through the support of district funds, foundation grants, and school funds, all
students in grades Kindergarten through 6 are equipped with an iPad as a learning
tool.  Teachers engage students and enhance learning opportunities through the use
of technology on a daily basis. Continued professional development for teachers is
also provided through district training and workshops, Response to Intervention
Coaches, support from teachers on special assignment (TOSA), district and school
site supported computer technicians, and an instructional assistant of technology.

Commonwealth Elementary is a very special place to learn.  Our dedicated and
caring staff provide all students with a rigorous and relevant academic curriculum,
college and career readiness skills, and a positive school culture all which aid in their
full development.

Our school motto permeates throughout iCan, iWill, iROAR!





















































A comprehensive school safety plan was developed and approved prior to March 1,
2000 in compliance with Education Code Sections 33126, 35256, and 32286 as well
as applicable District policies and regulations. Each year, prior to March 1, the
school's safety plan is reviewed, updated and discussed with staff and School Site
Council. Annually, the school's staff reports on the status of its safety plan with the
school leadership team, PTA and School Site Council. Status reports and updates are
reviewed at the beginning of each school year and again in December before the
finished School Safety Plan is approved by the members of the School Site Council
on March 1. The key elements of the plan include: a) providing a safe teaching and
learning environment for all students and staff members, b) ensuring that all students
are safe and secure while at school sponsored activities, c) making district programs
and community resources available to students and parents, and d) creating a school
where students, programs, and community members interact in an atmosphere of
mutual respect that enhances the environment for learning. Each year the school
submits along with the safety plan a detailed "action plan" which addresses the
identified areas the staff and School Site Council has brought forward as critical
areas of concern or how they should improve. A copy of the plan is available at all
times in the school office and will provide a more detailed description of each element
of the plan including specific actions, resources and time lines to be implemented by
the school. Copies are also available at the District Office in the office of Child
Welfare and Attendance.

Approved and presented to staff:
















